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Greetings to one and all from Fayetteville!!  Gina and I truly hope 
this edition of the THK finds you and your family well and 
preparing for the most Blessed Advent and Christmas Season.
Wow, another month has flown by.  Gina and I would like to thank 
all who have welcomed us over this past month.  It has been 
exciting to celebrate council anniversaries, present STAR awards 
and visit you for various other reasons.
I just returned from having the pleasure of attending the State 
Deputies’ mid-year meeting.  You will see later in this edition of the 
Tar Heel Knight that supreme is proposing many changes.  Some of 
the changes may be challenging to some and affect others very 
little.  Never the less, change is always difficult, but I feel that the 
changes being made are truly being done to better the order and 
our Church.  Most of the change revolves around being more 
inclusive to our families and Parish life.  I would ask that you take a 
moment and read the Supreme Knight’s address that he presented 
us on our first evening.
Probably the most exciting news we received was that the STAR 
incentive of $4.50 per member has been brought back for another 
year.  That means, if your council achieves the STAR award, you 
will not have to pay the first half per capita and Catholic 
advertising assessments next fraternal year.  Please see the letter 
from Lou Barbour, Vice President of Membership Growth later in 
the newsletter.

Continued next page…
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STATE DEPUTY (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

So the Sunday of the SD mid-year meeting was the Feast of Christ 
the King.  We had the privilege of listening to a homily prepared 
by Archbishop Lori, the Supreme Chaplain.  He explained that 
Christ did not come to be a King of a kingdom with which we are 
familiar.  He explained that we have known many kingdoms and 
are in the midst of men trying to create a new kingdom in the 
form of a caliphate.  He went on to explain that at times, western 
democracies turning into dictatorships.  But he then told us that 
our citizenship in Christ’s Kingdom; our passport or green card to 
belong is CHARITY - he said to give as we have been given and 
to love as we have been loved.

As we celebrate the seasons of Advent and Christmas, let’s 
continue to strengthen our passports and double our efforts to 
help those less fortunate.

Finally, I would like to close with a Family Prayer that was 
composed by our Supreme Chaplain:

Heavenly Father, thank you for the gift of our family.  Enlighten our hearts and minds that we may live 
more fully this vocation of love.  In our daily life and work, may be reflect the self-giving love which 
you, O Father, eternally show with your Son and the Holy Spirit.  Let your love be evident in the peace 
that reigns in our home and in the faith we profess and live.  May our family always be a place of 
generosity, understanding, forgiveness and joy.  Kindly give us the wisdom and courage to be witnesses 
to your eternal design for the family; and grant that the Holy Family of Nazareth may always guide our 
path to holiness as a family.  We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever.  Amen.

Until next time, may Christ’s peace be with each of you.  Wishing you a Holy and Blessed Christmas.

Colin Jorsch
State Deputy
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NEW MEMBERS

Rev. Kevin Moley
Rev. Mark Wise
Rev. Mr. Ronald Soriano
Eric Osborne
William Sunseri
James O’Reilly
Arthur Bisbee
Jose Vargas
Michael Guiracocha
Bryan Burns
Thomas Hall
Thomas Van Lew
Francisco Rodríguez
Victor Cordero
Terrill Robidoux
Dr. Walter Kirk
Kevin Cera
Pedro Gómez-Maldonado
Bertin Monroy González
Luis Antonio Guevara
Ivan Ponce
Vito Scalia
Simon Scott
Robert Taff
Doug Meyer
Bill Petiluna
Cameron Crisp
Daniel Cassell
José Pesantez
Enrico Mortarino
Doug Gewand
Kevin Bispham
Shawn Waldrep
Nwachukwu Okafor
Thomas Hughes
Andrés González
David Alegria
Douglas Parker
Thomas Jones 
Juan Garcia-Hernandez
José Pérez (Benson)
Lorenzo Lopez

Santiago Apolinar
Howard Blackburn
Jorge Atilano
Floriban Soriano
Juan Mendoza
Jesus Villa San Juan
Gary Van Florcke
Robert Martin
José Pérez (Henderson)
Eddie Arenas
Benito Hernández
Javier Chávez
Francisco Guillen
Rodrigo Arenas
Edward Ortega
Antonio Sánchez
Martin Flores
Bonito Vargas
Alejandro Rodríguez
Cornelio Jover
Gregg Eisenmann
William Reap
Sean Davis
Miguel Francisco
Thomas Fallat
Carlos Gonzales
Adam Liette
Jonathan Lyons
Dominic Monesi
Rene Valdivia
Osman Navarro Maldonado
Fredy Bruno
Valmar Tun
Sean Duffy
Abel Machalany
Charles Longino
John Kosco
Kurt Gabriel
Steven Duke
Eugene Lipari
Joseph Wheeler Jr
Randal Carazo

Miguel Saldana
Larry Greer
Jim Stoneham
Michael Tynan
Stephen Ajaero
Jerimie Williams
Christopher Dresch
Scott Beimer
Lawrence Hauser
Paul Marcoccia
T. Scott Pfister
Bart Mace
Larry Johnston
Manny Comas
Michael Robledo
Michael Peters
Andrew Geppert
Jorge Gómez
William Hesse
Manuel Pérez Duran
Luis Ortiz
José Ruiz
Andrés Pedroza

SORRY TO SEE YOU GO

Philip Bisesi
Christian Mooneyhan
Michael Masci
Diego Bustamante
Michael Shenk 
Dr. Michael Gagliardi
David Catalano
John Quinn
Sam Buscema
Charles Di Clemente
Mark Dustin
Michael Verian
James Ryals Jr
Paul Dries
Tim Hughes
Steven Dustin
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STATE SECRETARY

Lori and I send our greetings from Wendell. We hope this 
Tar Heel Knight finds all of you doing well and that you are 
in good spirits as we enter into Advent. We wish you and all 
of your family a very Blessed Christmas this year. 
Like December, January is a very busy month for all of us. 
The following are some of the events that should be in your 
Fraternal Leader Success Planner. 
• Mid-Year Meeting West (Mooresville) – January 9 

Need to register on the State website in December  
Last day to registration at the hotel for those staying – 
December 9

• Right to Life March (Charlotte) – January 15 
• Prayer Breakfast for Life (Raleigh) - January 16 
• Love My Life Youth Rally (Raleigh) – January 16 
• Right to Life March (Raleigh) – January 16  
• Right to Life March (DC) – January 22 
• Right to Life March (Jacksonville) – January 23 
• Third Degree – (9030 Laurinburg) – January 23 
• Mid-Year Meeting East (Fayetteville) - January 30 

Need to register on the State website in December  
Last day to registration at the hotel for those staying – December 30

• Survey of Fraternal Activity (1728) – Due January 31 
• Special Olympics Partnership (4584) – Due January 31 
We just celebrated Thanksgiving. A special day set aside in our country to give thanks to God for all 
that he has blessed us with. Now we look forward to the birth of Christ. God’s great gift to all of us. 
Remember to keep Christ in Christmas and encourage other to do the same. God has given each of us 
a special talent. God wants you to use your special talent to “Make a Difference” in your family, your 
Church, and your community. Would God be pleased by how you are using your special talent? Our 
Knights of Columbus programs give you a real chance to put your talent to very good use.
Lori and I wish that the peace of Christ will be with each of you, your family and your friends as you 
celebrate Christmas this year. We wish each of you a Blessed Christmas and Happy and Prosperous 
New Year. I am confident that with your help, 2016 will be a great year. 
If I can ever serve you in any way, please let me know. I am here to serve you. 

Regards,

John Nussbaum
State Secretary
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STATE WARDEN

Worthy Brothers All,
I hope that each of you had an opportunity to spend a very enjoyable Thanksgiving with your family and friends. 
This time of the year is a very special time where we reflect upon those blessings bestowed upon us and celebrate 
the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ. With all of the political correctness that has encompassed our Country, it is 
seemingly no longer acceptable to be a Christian and celebrate the birth of our Savior. Christmas scenes are 
banned from public buildings and the term “Merry Christmas” has been replaced with “Happy Holidays” in order 
to not offend people of other religions while, in other parts of the world, Christians are being martyred for their 
faith. I urge you to stand up for our faith and while remembering the reason for the season to keep Christ in 
Christmas.
Now on to my traditional subject of Form Submissions. CONGRATULATIONS! North Carolina has finally 
achieved 100% submission of the Form 185 which was due on July 1st. It has taken a while and there have been 
some issues at Supreme, but it is finally complete. We are also very close to completing the tasks for Form 365 and 
1295-1. We are currently missing five (5) submissions for each of these reports. As mentioned previously, there are 
times where there is an issue with the receipt at Supreme. I have successfully been able to resolve these issues by 
intervening upon the Council’s behalf to eliminate the stress from the Grand Knight. I can only do this if I have a 
copy of the submission. If you are contacted regarding these missing forms, please reply promptly and you can 
send to me at StateWarden@kofcnc.org. 
As we turn our attention to the second half of the Fraternal Year, I hope that each of you are well on your way to 
achieving STAR Council. Part of the prerequisites for achieving this prestigious award are submission of several 
forms. The first of which is the Form 365 mentioned above. The second of which is the Form 1728, Annual Survey 
of Fraternal Activity. This survey is due by January 31st each year and is typically collected at the Mid-Year 
Meeting. This year, the Eastern meeting will be the weekend of the 31st, so I am asking that all Grand Knights 
please get your submission to your District Deputy in advance of the Mid-Year Meetings. In order to fill out this 
form, you should be surveying your members now to gather their inputs. North Carolina has achieved 100% 
submission in the past and will do so again this year. I want to thank you for your efforts in completing these 
tasks. It is always a shame when a Council has done all the work necessary to achieve STAR status, but fails to 
earn their award due to the lack of submitting a form.
The other form that is due at the Mid-Year Meetings is Form 4584, 
Report of Special Olympics. Each Council should fill out this form 
even if they do not participate in a Special Olympics program. I am 
hopeful that every Council has some type of support for such a 
worthy cause, but please complete the form anyway. The Supreme 
Council reimburses the State Council based upon the number of 
submissions and that money is donated to the Special Olympics NC 
each summer at their Summer Games. Where else can you earn 
money for our special needs athletes simply by filling out a form? 
Please fill out and submit to your District Deputy prior to the Mid-
Year Meetings.
I want to wish each of you and your families a very Merry and 
Blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year. I look forward to seeing 
you in January at the Mid-Year Meetings.
If there is anything that I can do to assist you in any manner, please 
do not hesitate to reach out. That is what I am here for, to help you 
in any possible way.
Vivat Jesus,
Chris Losack
State Warden 
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MEMBERSHIP

Membership 
Greetings Fellow Knights from your 2015 Membership Team.
Bob Hack Membership Director hackbob42@atmc.net, 
Peter Devlin Membership Chairman pdevlin@twc.com
Dave Benes Retention Chairman davebenes@embarqmail.com 
Tom Smith Recruiting East Chairman, rmpc2@kofcnc.org 
Harry Fear Recruiting West Chairman fearharry@yahoo.com
Rick Scherer New Council Development Chair r.scherer@earthlink.net 
Peter Devlin Council Retention Chairman  atwood@3rddoor.com
Chris Sprissler College Council Coordinator   sprizz115@gmail.com
Jack Dambaugh Supreme Advertising Coordinator jdambaugh@atmc.net 
Bob Hall   Round Table Chairman bobnancyhall@charter.net
Anthony (Tony) Ortiz Hispanic Coordinator. hispaniccoordinator 
@kofcnc.org
Contact us at any time you have a question or need assistance. 

Brothers. You make us all proud to be Knights of Columbus in North Carolina. As of 
the date of this writing we are in the top 10 for recruiting in the entire Order and we 
are number one in Region 3. This month we are already in the money which makes it 
5 months in a row we have earned a monetary award. So far this year we have received 
over $3000 from Supreme contests to help fund our Programs. Keep up the good work. 
DD’s please get to the 41 councils who have yet to recruit a brother this year and get them the help. They need to get going.

Regional training has been completed by Regions 1 and 6 and Region 2 is scheduled for December 12th.  We are awaiting 
contact from the other Regions. Regions 3, 4 &5 please contact the Membership Director to schedule your session. I will send 
out an E-mail reminder in December

Round Tables are still an issue if we are to attain Circle of Honor Status. If you need help or just have some questions contact 
Bob Hall the Round Table Chairman. .

Again, our goals for Circle of Honor for 2015-16 are: 
900 New brothers We need 515
585 brothers net of drops We need 248
315 new brothers net of all losses and gains We need 60
25 Star Councils (11/1) 9 councils have their Recruiting, 8 have

Insurance. 2 Have both
1 new council per Diocese. A total of 2 in the works now
2 reactivations. Kinston is getting close
30 Round Tables Need 13

We have achieved all these totals before and they are readily attainable if we work as a team. We recruit new members to 
make a difference in our community, in our Church and in the lives of the new men who become Knights. The programs and 
awards listed above are the icing not the cake. The result of growing the order to do more good and make that difference is 
the cake.

Reminder Our suggestion for the next two months recruiting is to get your Church roster. Compare it to your Council 
membership. Select men you feel will make good knights and assign two brothers to approach them. A written letter to them 
from the Grand Knight recognizing and thanking them for what they already do for the parish and asking them to consider 
Membership in the Knights. This goes a long way towards getting them in the right frame of mind for acceptance. Some work, 
big payback.  I’ll have a straw man letter on the web by Dec 15th to help you.  

One New Member Per Council Per Month

VIVAT JESUS!   
Bob Hack 910-754-2647

mailto:bobnancyhall@charter.net
mailto:bobnancyhall@charter.net
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COUNCIL DIRECTOR

Brothers All,
Holiday Greetings from the Crystal Coast!
I would like to thank all the councils who submitted a 
program in the Council category for the first half of 
the Fraternal Year. There were a lot of great programs 
that were done that helped out your Brother Knights 
and widows. At the Mid-Year Meetings in January, we 
will recognize the top five programs in each of the 
four divisions All of the decisions were tough with so 
many great submissions but I would like it to be even 
tougher for the second half with more councils 
submitting programs.
This is a very busy time of the year in our parishes, 
our community and with our families.   As you plan 
out your holiday plans, I ask that Grand Knights in 
each council take time to plan out not only the 
Holiday season for your councils but the remaining six 
months of this Fraternal Year. With the Mid-Year Meetings fast approaching , there will be two 
important forms that you will need to bring with you to the Mid-Year Meeting-Form 1728 – Annual 
Survey of Fraternal Activities and Form 4584 – Partnership Profile Report for Special Olympics.
Please remember to fill out Form 4584 even if you did not do anything with the Special Olympics. 
North Carolina has been number one in the entire Order with 100% participation in turning in this 
form. In turn, our State Council gets the great honor of presenting a check to the North Carolina 
Special Olympics courtesy of the Supreme Council. Let’s keep this streak going!
The holiday season is here making this a great time to check in your fellow brother Knights and the 
widows in your councils. Please do not forget about them during this special time of the year. Let them 
know that you are thinking about them.
The Supreme Council has made it easier for you to keep track of your Brother Knights who are 
approaching Honorary Life and Life Member status. How about recognizing your Brother Knights 
when they achieve that status? There is a ceremony on how to do that in the Grand Knights 
Handbook.
RMPC’s and DD’s: Please continue to contact either the Traveling Gavel Chairman John Farrell or me 
with updates as the gavels make their way through your councils in your regions and districts.
Please do not hesitate to contact me or one of my chairmen if we can assist your regions, districts and 
councils. Go and make a difference in your parishes, your communities and in our Order this holiday 
season.
It is an honor to be serving you as your State Council Director for this state of North Carolina and for 
the Order.  Have a safe and blessed Holiday season! 
Vivat Jesus
Nick Nastasi
State Council Director
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LAMB

Brothers All,
In the spirit of “Go Make a Difference” during this Christmas 
Season, I thought I would share with you a letter we received 
from the J. Iverson Riddle Developmental Center.
As you may know the LAMB Foundation has an “Operation 
Santa Claus” project where $1,000 is donated annually, to each 
of the six regional Centers for those with Developmental and 
Intellectual Disabilities that LAMB supports. This is one of the 
initiatives where the “15%” the state deducts from collections is 
used, or put another way, every council in the state that did 
LAMB in 2014 helped make the below happen.
Richard:
“I am in receipt of the LAMB Foundation of NC’s check for $1,000 to be used for our Operation Santa 
Claus fund.
The continued support of the LAMB Foundation has been a true blessing to the people who call the J, 
Iverson Riddle home. Your Christmas contribution will be used to supplement residents in need so that 
everyone can not only enjoy a happy Christmas morning, but can also be assured of having everything 
they need in terms of clothing and personal items.
I had the honor last Saturday of assisting a resident who helped with the Morganton Tootsie Roll drive. 
The resident was so pleased with the LAMB-wagon (multimedia center), purchased with our LAMB 
grant earlier this year, that he asked to help in the collection. It was so very heartwarming to be a part 
of this resident’s desire to give back for what he had been given.
Please extend thanks on behalf of the Riddle Center to everyone who has been involved in making this 
year’s LAMB Foundation activities a success. We are very grateful.”
Sincerely,
Lynn A. Doll CAVNC
J. Iverson Riddle Developmental Center

I would like to conclude with a few end of the year LAMB housekeeping items.
YTD we are running about equal with collections made in 2014, however we are going to need a strong 
December to finish at or above 2014.
Disbursements requested by Councils are based on deposits actually made in the 2015 calendar year, so 
please make sure to get all of your LAMB collections deposited by the end of the year. 
Please keep in mind the charities we support are in desperate need of the funds we provide, so the 
sooner you submit your income and disbursement request forms the sooner they can put the money to 
good use. Ideally all forms should be received in January, however the deadline for the income form is 
February 1st and the absolute deadline for disbursement requests is April 1st.

Merry Christmas – Vivat Jesus
Richard M. White, State LAMB Director
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SILVER ROSE TOUR 2016

We’ll soon hear of the Silver Rose of Our Blessed Mother touring North Carolina, probably sometime 
in May. This year we plan to take a different approach in light of the history behind the Silver Rose:
“The Columbian Squires in Monterrey, Mexico, wanted to honor Our Lady of Guadalupe in a special 
way and invited Squires from the United States and Canada to participate. Thus the Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Silver Rose Program began in 1960 as a project of the Columbian Squires of North America 
to honor the Blessed Virgin under her title of Our Lady of Guadalupe, Patroness of the Americas. The 
program has continued since then as a project of Squires circles, councils and Fourth Degree assemblies 
in several jurisdictions.”

If your council sponsors a Squires Circle, we want to give them the opportunity to honor Mary during 
her month of May and to respect this noble program begun by their worthy predecessors. Those 
Councils and Circles will therefore get first priority for visits by the Silver Rose. (Other councils will 
certainly be eligible to request Silver Rose visits and the Rose will be at the State Convention.)
Imagine, if you will, the impact of seeing your Squires – our future! – lead the procession into the 
church carrying the Silver Rose to a place of reverence. Build on that! An honor guard of SK’s in regalia! 
Younger Faith Formation students crowning Mary Queen of Heaven! Squires doing select prayer 
service readings! Perhaps give some parts to the current Family of the Month! You may even be in a 
position to host a visit of an icon of the Holy Family at the same time. These are all things that show 
our Savior’s Grace has made our children and young men worthy to sing the praises of His Blessed 
Mother ……… These are things that can ELECTRIFY a Faith Community!

Contact us with your requests. 
Be Worthy, Praise God and ………. Get out there and Make a Difference!

Fred Burton, Silver Rose Chairman familydirector@kofcnc.org 
Ken Friend, Squires Chairman youthdirector@kofcnc.org
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COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR

Brothers,
Did you know there is some great 
leadership training available to you 
in the online Member Management 
System.  Grand Knight’s and 
Financial Secretaries have access to 
this training.  Log in to the Member 
Management system and look under 
Supporting Applications - Fraternal 
Training.

The Fraternal Training Portal, your 
doorway to greater council 
performance and excellence. Here, 
Knights of Columbus officers can 
unlock their potential and develop 
their leadership skills. Through 
training video modules, testing 
components, and support materials, 
officers can gain information on recruitment strategies and best council practices. This new training 
approach organizes resources in one convenient site, helping the Order’s leaders reach their goals.

Supreme Knight's Message  
 
“As a brother Knight, you already know how important it is to make a difference in your parish and 
community,” Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson says as he welcomes brother Knights to the Training 
Portal. “This program is designed to give you the tools to take your council and its good works to even 
greater heights.” In this video, the supreme knight introduces the Training Portal modules which are 
designed to help councils reach new levels of success.

Take advantage of this great opportunity to increase your leadership abilities.  The more you know the 
more you can do.

Viva Jesus,
Tom Riley 
Communication Director

https://www.kofc.org/au/apps/tp/index.html
https://www.kofc.org/au/apps/tp/index.html
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VAVS - VETERANS AFFAIR VOLUNTARY SERVICES

Greetings Brothers All and Grand Knights,
Vivat Jesus!
I hope your Thanksgiving holiday was a pleasant.  As we enter into the 
Advent Season, Elaine and I wish to extend to you and your families a 
Blessed Christmas and a New Year filled with much happiness.  If you 
are traveling, our prayers will be with you for a safe and pleasant trip.  
During the holiday season, many of our Veterans will be alone and 
lonely.  Please consider taking a few minutes of your valuable time to 
visit one of our Medical Centers, USO or nursing home and bring a 
little sunshine into their lives.  Any of these facilities would gladly 
accept your visit, treats etc…during this season.  
PLEASE CONTACT CHIEF, VOLUNTARY SERVICE, AT THE 
FACILITY TO MAKE ARRANGEMENTS.  Your REWARD will 
be priceless.
Monday, December 7th is Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day.  Many of 
our Veterans in the Community Living Center (CLC) served during 
this era.  A simple recognition of their service would be truly 
appreciated.  
As you make your Christmas purchases for family and friends, please consider purchasing a gift card in 
the following category:  Walmart, Target, grocery chains, restaurants, theaters, local museums, sporting 
events.  These cards allow the VA Medical staff the opportunity to take the Veterans for socialization.  
There is an increasing number of women Veterans needing our support.  Personal care items are always 
welcomed.  Please consider sharing this need with your wives.  
Coats for our Veterans:  See attached flier:  Reminder: only new coats are accepted by the VA 
Medical Centers.  VRQ (Veterans Restoration Quarters, Asheville) home to 350 homeless Veterans will 
accept CLEANED GENTLY USED COATS FOR MEN OR WOMEN.  
Leadership:  I would like to welcome SK David A. Hetrick as our new VAVS Deputy Representative 
for the Asheville Medical Center. (Dave1149@bellsouth.net )  SK Harry Fear will be serving as Deputy 
Rep for the Salisbury Medical Center.  ( fearharry@yahoo.com ) SK Rodney Komlofske is Deputy Rep 
for the Fayetteville Medical Center.  (rod.komlofske@gmail.com )
Reports:  Reporting of Activities in Support of our Veterans:  As you prepare for your FORM 
1728, I need report of activities your Assembly has participated in for the year 2015 (January 1, 2015 
through December 31, 2015).  This form will be available by December 1st on the State website.  Report 
is due by all Councils, GK responsibility by Jan. 31, 2016.  This report is given to the NC District 
Master, VSM and Supreme.  Any questions on this report contact me.  Thank you for your cooperation.  
Fraternally,

SK Thomas W. (Tom) DuPree Jr. PGK, PFN, VAVS Representative Durham VA 
North Carolina District VAVS Representative VA, 
North Carolina State Council Veterans Affairs and VAVS Chairman
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Any questions:  Contact SK Tom DuPree, NC District VAVS Rep. 
919-302-5550 or email :  twdupree@aol.com   

 K of C Assemblies and Councils of North Carolina 

DONATE A COAT TO A VET AND 
WARM YOUR HEART 

The  VA Hospital in your area is 

in need of NEW winter coats for 

homeless men and women Veter-

ans.   Won’t you help? Make a 

donation and live our first princi-

ple—CHARITY!  Please  bring 

coats to your next Council or As-

sembly meeting in Jan-Feb.  Ar-

rangements will be made to pick 

up and deliver to the VA Hospi-

tal.  Cash donations are accept-

able to make purchases.  Make 

check to  Bishop McGuinness  

Assembly, Menu VAVS/Coats 

Christian Vocation. 

“I Am My Brothers Keeper.”  
The spiritual focus of the Order 
helping Knights to live out their  

Coats need to be neutral in color so 
both men and women can wear them.  
 
SIZE: Large to XXX Large 
 

Checks sent to SK Gerard (Jerry) Cucurullo FC 
6208 Heacham Ct. 
Raleigh, NC  27614 
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CULTURE OF LIFE

Life Chains during October 4th were a great 
success. Pictures on page 20

New group in diocese 
unites pro-life activists 
CHARLOTTE — Catholic 
pro-life advocates and 
ministry leaders in the 
greater Charlotte area have 
recently joined forces to 
more closely coordinate 
efforts on promoting the 
pro-life message.
The new group, Catholic 
Pro-Life Action Network (or 
C-PLAN for short), hopes 
to increase awareness and 
participation from Catholics 
in the region on pro-life 
issues. The lay leadership 
effort takes a step beyond 
parish-focused pro-life 
ministry work – linking up 
these groups and other 
related ministries in 
coordination with the 
Diocese of Charlotte's 
Respect Life Office.
Parishes represented in the 
network so far include: St. 
Patrick Cathedral, St. 
Matthew, St. Gabriel, St. 
Vincent de Paul, St. Thomas 
Aquinas, St. Ann and St. 
John Neumann churches in 
Charlotte; St. Mark Church 
in Huntersville; St. Luke 
Church in Mint Hill; St. 
James the Greater Church in 
Concord; St. Michael the 
Archangel Church in 
Gastonia; Our Lady of the 
Americas Church in Biscoe; 
Holy Spirit Church in 
Denver; as well as Sacred 
Heart Church in Salisbury 
and St. Barnabas Church in 
Arden.

St Marks Life Chain - October 4th, 2015
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CULTURE OF LIFE (CONTINUED)

Mike Fitzgerald, head of the 
Respect Life effort at St. Mark 
Church in Huntersville, is one 
of the founders of C-PLAN. 
He, Gretchen Filz of St. 
Thomas Aquinas Church and 
Mary Richardson of St. Ann 
Church in Charlotte all 
collaborated to create C-
PLAN. They observed that 
there are many Catholic pro-
life efforts under way in the 
Charlotte area, but the 
disparate groups have lacked 
coordination and shared 
communication on what is a 
shared mission.

"Having lived previously in the 
Diocese of Dallas, which has 
one of the most robust 
Respect Life programs in the 
country, I noticed Charlotte 
had a gap between the deep 
faith among Catholics and the 
amount of coordinated pro-life 
action," Fitzgerald said. 
"That's just the nature of pro-
life work. It's volunteer, and 
there are limited people and 
time.

"To help unify these efforts, 
we formed C-PLAN to help 
coordinate Catholic pro-life 
activities to be more effective 
at protecting the unborn and 
sharing God's plan with 
expectant mothers 
contemplating abortion.”

One of the group's first 
initiatives was an anti-abortion 
prayer rally outside Planned 
Parenthood's Charlotte Health 
Center Aug. 14, spreading the 
word via social media, church 
bulletins and email. The rally 

attracted an estimated 400 
people, including Catholic 
clergy, pro-life leaders, college 
students and families. 
Participants said it was the 
largest pro-life event they had 
witnessed in years.

C-PLAN sets as its roadmap 
the U.S. bishops' Pastoral Plan 
for Prolife Activities, which 
covers education, ministry, 
public policy and prayer on all 
life issues from conception to 
natural death. This pastoral 
plan calls upon all the 
resources of the Church – its 
people, services and 
institutions – to pursue this 
effort with renewed energy 
and commitment in four major 
areas: public information and 
education, pastoral care for 
women, public policy efforts, 
and prayer and worship.

Jennifer Ganser, Respect Life 
program director for the 
program director for the 
Diocese of Charlotte, is 
excited for this collaborative 
effort.

"This is a wonderful, faithful, 
dedicated group of Catholic 
Respect Life advocates and 
leaders, and I am so impressed 
and thankful for all they are 
doing," Ganser said. "It is 
amazing what can happen 
when a few people, who share 
a common vision, get together 
and allow the Holy Spirit to 
work through them."

"Rather than the various 
parish Respect Life 
committees working 

individually, this allows them 
to work together in their 
ministry projects, events, 
outreach and other activities," 
she said. "Through this group, 
these Respect Life 
coordinators and leaders can 
also find and share ideas, 
support, strength and prayer 
with one another."

Noted FitzGerald, "Our rosary 
rally at Planned Parenthood in 
August showed what we can 
accomplish when we Catholic 
Respect Life groups work 
together. We're still a growing, 
young group, but in the long 
term we would like to have 
stronger Catholic 
participation at the abortion 
mills, develop a solid online 
presence and work with 
Jennifer Ganser on organizing 
a Culture of Life conference to 
help evangelize the Gospel of 
Life."

C-PLAN meets monthly on 
the last Tuesday of each 
month at St. Ann Church on 
Park Road. For details about 
C-PLAN, go to at 
www.prolifecharlotte.org or 
email 
info@prolifecharotte.org.

— SueAnn Howell, senior 
reporter
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Charlotte March for Life January 15, 2016
We will start to gather at 11:00am in the parking lot at the corner of W. Palmer & S.
Church streets to begin the march at 12:00pm.  There will be some parking available, however please 
be prepared to park on your own at a local parking lot if necessary.  We must be obedient to all traffic 
signals, crosswalks, & cannot block any traffic or pedestrians.  Please proceed with charity and 
attentiveness on this matter.  This march is on the city sidewalks, we do not  have a shut down of any 
roads. Police will be on bikes helping us to proceed with order.  Please read all the pages on this web-
site with picketing and sign regulations before coming.  We will process to Trade & Tryon streets and 
line the four corners for approximately thirty minutes while we have a priest preach and a pro-life 
witness speak at the "Square".  Then we will proceed on to the courthouse at 401 W. Trade St.  There 
we will pray five decades of the Rosary and the Chaplet of Divine Mercy.  We invite all of God's 
children to pray with us.  If you are not familiar with these devotions please stay with us and pray and 
be a witness to the sanctity of human life!
If you work uptown... join us on your lunch hour for part of the march!
The march is approximately a 1.2 mile walk from the Pastoral Center to the Federal Courthouse.
If you are not able to physically  participate in the entire march....you can park near the Federal 
Courthouse at 401 W. Trade St. at a meter or pay for parking at a parking lot and meet us at the 
Courthouse to be a witness and pray!  We cannot give an exact time that we will arrive at the 
Courthouse on the march, but it could be approximately 1:15pm.
E-mail questions to: marchforlifecharlotte@windstream.net 
——————————————————————————————————————- 
Jacksonville, NC March January 23, 2016 March will start from the Fountain at the Town Hall and end 
at IOP.  There will be a shuttle from IOP to the start of march and a shuttle from and to pick up your 
vehicle. Contact point is  Gerald Brandon at kgbrandon2@embarqmail.com.

Jan 15 Right to Life March (Charlotte)  Info
Jan 16 Right to Life March (Raleigh)   Info
Jan 16 Love My Life Youth Rally in Raleigh  Info
Jan 16 Prayer Breakfast for Life (Raleigh)
Jan 22 Right to Life March (DC)
Jan 23 Right to Life March (Jacksonville)

mailto:kgbrandon2@embarqmail.com
http://www.marchforlifecharlotte.org/
http://ncrtl.org/rally-and-march-for-life/
http://dioceseofraleigh.org/lml
mailto:kgbrandon2@embarqmail.com
http://www.marchforlifecharlotte.org/
http://ncrtl.org/rally-and-march-for-life/
http://dioceseofraleigh.org/lml
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2016 Love My Life Youth Rally  

Saturday, January 16, 2016 

Be the True You 

(View this on the web by clicking here.)

This annual event is an opportunity for Catholic teens to come together 
to celebrate life, to connect with others from across the Diocese, and to 
learn more about living and promoting the pro-life culture. After the 
Rally, the Bishop will celebrate Mass. Following the Mass, the youth are 
encouraged to participate in the March for Life.

The Love My Life Rally will feature a dynamic speaker, music, great free food, and will draw our youth 
to live out a culture of loving, protecting and celebrating all human life! As Catholics, we are all called 
to live life abundantly, and this event will inspire our youth to join with hundreds from our Diocese in 
witnessing to others God’s special gift of human life.

Schedule for the Day: 
    9:30 a.m. Begin dropping off items for baby item drive (details available soon)         
    10:00 a.m. Youth Rally Music begins
    10:30 a.m. Youth Rally begins
    12:00 p.m. Diocesan Mass For Life, Bishop Michael F. Burbidge, Celebrant and Homilist
    1:00 p.m. Lunch (for youth rally participants only)
    1:45 p.m. March for Life with NC Right to Life
Come join us in a heated tent for worship, incredible speakers, music, and lunch! 

Tool Kit Now Available 
Download our promotional tool kit!  We are so excited about it and 
hope you will find it useful as well.  It includes a monthly check list 
and social media ideas. We hope it will increase energy around 
participation in this event! Please let us know how you publicize the 
event!

Newly Designed T-Shirts 
We have a newly designed long-sleeved t-shirt available. See photo at 
right.  How to Order (PDF).

Service Project 
This year, for the first time, we will be doing a diaper drive as part of 
our event. You may wish to do a drive at your parish in advance of 
this event. More information will be available soon!

http://dioceseofraleigh.org/lml
http://www.apple.com
http://dioceseofraleigh.org/sites/default/files/files/order-form-tshirts(1).pdf
http://dioceseofraleigh.org/lml
http://www.apple.com
http://dioceseofraleigh.org/sites/default/files/files/order-form-tshirts(1).pdf
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KNIGHTS IN ACTION

Attached is the class 
picture of the Third 

Degree held at council 
3574 in Jacksonville on 

November 14.  Pictured 
is the class, Fr. Cerino 

Bargola (from St. 
Francis Xavier Chapel 
at Camp Lejeune) and 
State Secretary John 

Nussbaum.
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2016 North Carolina Fourth Degree Regional Exemplification (One Day) 
February 27, 2016 

Hosted By:  The Father Kenneth I. Parker Assembly No. 1820, New Bern
Where:  Council / Assembly Home

   1125 Pine Tree Dr
   New Bern, NC 28562

Exemplification Time:   12 Noon sharp!  Candidates should arrive no later than 10:00 AM and 
dressed as explained on the attached “Exemplification Dress Code Form”  
Observers:  You should also be dressed in the official uniform of a Sir Knight, as explained on the 
Dress Code Form.  You also must complete the Dress Code Form and submit with you luncheon fee.
Mass:  If you wish to attend, there will be a Mass at 9:00 AM prior to the exemplification.  This is a 
wonderful way to begin the exemplification.
Luncheon:   Immediately following the Exemplification at approximately 3:00 PM – Please advise if 
there are any Dietary Restrictions!
FEES & PAYMENTS 
Candidates fee is $70.00.  He will receive a social baldric, Fourth Degree lapel pin, one luncheon ticket, 
and a Fourth Degree certificate. This fee is governed by Supreme.
Observer and Guest fee will be $20.00 and it will cover one luncheon ticket.
The Master must have the name and Assembly number of all observers and the name of all guests.
All checks must be from the Assembly and made payable to “Master's Fund”.  There will be no 
personal checks accepted.  DO NOT mail cash!!
Candidate and Guest money, completed form 4, and the completed Exemplification Dress Code 
Form must be sent in together no later than Holy Saturday, April 4, 2015.  No refund requests will be 
accepted after that date.
Observer and Guest money and completed Exemplification Dress Code Form must be sent in by the 
same date.
If the form 4 is not complete, it will not be accepted.  See attached example of a completed form 4.
Send to District Master SK David L. Onofrio, 601 Parker Street, Fuquay Varina, NC 27526
If you are planning on staying overnight, there are some Hotels and Motels in the area that you should 
be able to use.

“Do not wait.  Recruit candidates now.”
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February 27, 2016 New Bern Exemplification 
The following “Exemplification Dress Code Form MUST BE COMPLETED, SIGNED, 

AND SUBMITTED WITH EACH CANDIDATE'S COMPLETED FORM 4 
 

Appropriate Dress for Candidate and/or Observers is Black Tuxedo, Plain White Tuxedo Pleated 
Shirt (with lay down collar - NO wing tips allowed), Black Bow Tie, Black Shoes, Black Socks, Black 
Cummerbund.  Observers must also wear their social baldric and the PG-113 lapel pin, not the flag lapel 
pin. 
Candidate will receive his Social Baldric and Fourth Degree pin in the Ante-Chamber after registering 
with the District Secretary. 
 
Clergy to wear their “Blacks” or cassock. 
 
Active Duty Military may wear their Class A or Dress Uniform instead of the Black Tuxedo.  You also 
have an option of not wearing the baldric with your dress uniform. 
 
No weapons, concealed or otherwise, are permitted! 
 

Attach lower portion to candidate's completed Form 4 and send to the District Master 

OBSERVERS MUST COMPLETE THIS FORM ALSO, IF ATTENDING THE 
LUNCHEON. 
I fully understand the above requirements and must be in the appropriate dress to be eligible to take my 
Fourth Degree.  I am to report to the District Secretary’s Registration Desk no later than 1 hour prior to 
the published start time of the Exemplification (9:30AM to 10:00 AM is recommended). 
 
Print Full Name of Candidate or Observer __________________________________________________ 
 
Please indicate whether you are staying for luncheon              YES               NO 
 
Will you be bringing a guest for the luncheon          YES       NO 
 
Print Full Name of Guest_____________________________________________  
 
Please advise if there are any Dietary Restrictions! ___________________________________________ 
 
No refund requests will be accepted after Saturday, February 13, 2065 
 
ASSEMBLY OFFICERS:    THIS FORM MUST BE COMPLETELY FILLED OUT 
AND SIGNED BY THE CANDIDATE AND ATTACHED TO THE CANDIDATE'S 
FORM 4.  BOTH MUST BE SUBMITTED, TOGETHER, TO THE DISTRICT 
MASTER ALONG WITH A CHECK FROM THE ASSEMBLY MADE OUT TO 
THE “MASTER'S FUND”.    
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